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From the City Managers’s Desk
City Services and COVID-19
Library is closed to the public, but patrons can call 231-
796-5234 to arrange curbside pickup between 10:00 
and noon and 3:00 and 5:00, Monday through Friday.

City Recreation programming is canceled through 
April 6th.

City Hall remains open, but staffing is being minimized 
to the extent possible.  Please call ahead if you need to 
meet with a specific staff member.  Payments for utility 
bills and income tax payments shall be deposited in 
the box outside of City Hall or in the box in the lobby.  

Rental Inspections are canceled through April 6th.

Airport remains open but all regular events such as 
“Chili Saturdays” are canceled through April 6th.

Department of Public Safety is closed to the public.  All 
parking tickets are to be paid online.

Water plant is still completing samples for the public.  
Protocol for sampling is altered, it is recommended to 
call the water plant at 231-796-6231 for direction.

DART continues to run except for the Ferris On-campus 
Shuttle.  Riders will be screened for any symptoms 
as they call for service.  Only 4 passengers are being 
accepted on the busses at one time, so wait times may 
vary.  Busses are being sanitized a minimum of every 3 
hours.

If there are questions on any City issue or service please 
call 231-592-4058 or email at mgifford@cityofbr.org.

My name is Jeff Hull, I am a Captain for the City of Big 
Rapids Fire Department. I grew up in the Bitley area 
and attended Big Jackson school through 6th grade. 
In 1980, I graduated from Big Rapids High School. 

I worked for Giantway in Big Rapids for 12 years. 
During that time I started my career in construction; 
I worked for a local contractor pouring walls and 
doing flat work, remodeling, and was a supervisor for 
a local builder for 10 years. In 1990, I began working 
with the fire service as a part-time firefighter with 
the Big Rapids Fire Department. I was part-time for 
8 years until 1998 when I became full-time with the 

Meet and Greet: 
Jeff Hull, 
Captain and Fire Marshal with the 
Big Rapids Fire Department

At the City Commission
The City Commission meeting scheduled for 
Monday, March 16, 2020 was canceled. With no 
pressing items on the agenda, the meeting was 
canceled to protect the public health and safety of 
Commissioners, staff, and the public.

Jeff and Teri Hull



Department. My career in the fire service has given me 
a great opportunity to advance in the fire service with 
roles such as Captain, Fire Investigator for the City of 
Big Rapids and for Mecosta County, Fire Marshal, Diver, 
Rope Rescue team member, and Hovercraft Pilot. 

I am married to a wonderful woman, Teri. Together 
we have four daughters and eleven grandchildren. 
Through out the years I have built three homes for 
our family.  We currently live in the Barton Township in 
Newaygo County.

Yard Waste Pickup to begin April 6
The City of Big Rapids will begin weekly yard waste 
pickup on April 6. Yard waste consists of: 
• Grass clippings and leaves, bagged in brown 

“lawn and leaf bags” and labled yard waste, or
• Twigs and small branches no larger than 2” 

in diameter and no longer than 4’ in length, 
bundled together. Bundles not to exceed 50 lbs. 
Maximum 4 bundles per week.

Yard waste bags are available for sale in City Hall (5 
bags for $2.25). Stickers to designate a container as 
“Yard Waste” are available at City Hall at no cost.
Yard waste pickup is in the same location as trash.
Questions? Contact the Treasurer’s Office at                  
231-592-4005.

Library Resources
Big Rapids Community Library 
While the Library is currently closed to the public, 
patrons can explore these options:
• Curbside Pickup. Call 231-796-5234 for more 

information or to request materials.
• Libby - Download this app to access thousands of 

ebooks and audiobooks directly to your device.
• RBdigital - Access audiobooks and eBooks on 

your desktop or mobile device.
• Kanopy - This streaming service has more than 

30,000 titles, including classic films, award-
winning documentaries, and much more.

Check the Library website for many more resources.

Meet and Greet continued.

Captain Hull on the job at an overturned tanker truck.

Election News
The March 5, 2020 Presidential Primary resulted in 
a 24% City voter turnout. The marihuana facility 
proposal failed with 465 Yes and 845 No votes. This 
means that marihuana facilities will be permitted in 
the City of Big Rapids. 
BREAKING NEWS: The May 5, 2020 School Election 
will go forward, and will be VOTE BY MAIL ONLY! 
Applications will be sent to every registered vote in 
the School District by the Bureau of Elections in the 
upcoming weeks. More information coming soon.

Captain Hull driving the new Fire/Rescue truck.


